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Abstract

Itoxo¢ tou MMakétou Epyaciag 4, «Alaotaupwoel HeTAEL oakadnuiog kal aktiBlopou:
MnNTPOTOALTIKEG OTITIKEGY, ATOV v OVAAUCEL TIG Kuplapxeg mpooAnPels tng €uduAng Biag oto
mAaioLo Twv omoudwv GUAOU Kal TwV aKTIBLOTIKWY GEUVIOUWVY oo To 2000 Kol ETELTA, LE ETKEVTPO
Vv ABnva. H épeuva mpooavatoAiotnke adevog otnv akadnuaiki eumelpio Kol apeTépou o€
KLVNUOTIKOUG AOYOUG KOl TIPOKTIKEG, EVW EMEKTABNKE KAl OE KEVTPA OTOU UTIAPXEL Uia mapddoon
onoudwv ¢uAou, OnMwg o BoOAog, n BOeccalovikn kat n MutlAnvn. To Bswpntikd TAAioLO
Stapopdwbnke amod TPel PAoLKEG MOPASOXEC: (O) HLOL CUUTEPIANTITIK KOunp TPOCEYYLON TNG
€uduAng Blag, (B) o SutAn Bewpnon tng eMoPAAELAC W EPYACLAKAG KOL OVIOAOYIKNE ouvOnKNG
Kat, (y) Tnv évvola Tng EMOTNUKAC Blag, OMw auth avamtUCoETOL TO TTAALCLO TNG UETOATIOKLOKNG
Bewplag kat KpLtikAG. Evw, To eumelpikd UALKO avaAubnke péoa amd tnv évvola TG «OUuV-
aoBnuatikng otkovopiacy (S. Ahmed). YioBetrOnke mototikn pebodoloyia Epeuvag pue cuVeVTEUEELG
Kol ouAdeg eoTiaopévnG culAtnong. ZUVoALkad, SlevepynBnkav évieka BloypadLkéG CUVEVTEVEELG e
KaBnyntpleg/tec omoudwv dpuAou dadopetikwv Babuidwy, eikool pia NUISOUNUEVEG CUVEVTEVEELG
ue deuwviotpleg kat AOATKI aktiBiotpleg, Snuoctloypddoug Kal €peuvATPLeEG/Ta, SUO OpASEC
g0TLAOUEVNG oculnTnong He SLEaKTopLkeG dpoltnTpLeg/ta ormoudwv GUAOU Kot KAAATEXVISEC Ao Tov
XWPO TOu BeATPOU, TWV ELKOOTIKWY, Kal tTng Aoyotexviag/moinong.

Q¢ POoG TN oX€oN UETALY PEULVIOTIKWY KIVNUATWY Kal otoudwv ¢puAou otnv EAAASa, Ta euprpatd
Selyxvouv OTL o avtiBeon pe to Kuplapxo HovtéAo adriynong, 0mou o GEULVIOTIKOG Blog potdlel va
0KOAOUBEL pa ypappikn €€€AEN amod ta Kwiuata otn Beoulkn avayvwplon Kot Kataéiwon, otig
Bloypadiec Twv PepvIoTpLWV KABNYNTPLWVY N oxéon HeTaty PpeUvioTiknG dpdong Kol omoudwv
dUAov eival, og MOAAECG TIEPUTTWOELG, TILO oUVOeTN Kat apdionun. Qailvetal OTL UTTAPXOUV KPLOLUEG
evtaoelg, dladwvieg kal SuokoAieg ouvdeong TNG akTIBLOTIKAG KAl TNG akadnuaikng {wng, evw
napaAAnAa, moAAEC kaBnyntpleg Buwvouv oeflopd, opodofia kal tofkotTnTa ota akadnuaika
neplBaAlovta omou epyalovtal.

Anoé tn Sekaetia tou 2000, ol onmoudéc duAou otnv EAAGSa €xouv avamtuxBel onuUavika Kot
eSpalwBel MAEOV OTIC KOWWVIKEG ETILOTAUEG, VW TO OKOSNUOIKO TIPOCWIILKO OVOVEWVETAL, VEQ
pobnuota evtdooovtal oOTo Tpoypappata omoudwv, n €peuva Oleupuvetal Kal Lopuovtal
€€eLOIKEVUEVA LETATITUXLOKA TipoypAppatTa. Qotdoo, N €peuva aVESELEE OTL UTIAPXOUV OUGCLOOTLKEG
BewpPNTIKEG Kal TIOATIKEG Sladwvieg peTaly kaBnyntplwv mou akoAouBolv Tnv mapdadoon twv
yuvalkeiwv omoudwv Kol ekeivwv mou eyypdadovrtol ot omoudéc ¢dUAoU Kal uloBetouv TILO
SlaBepaTIKEG KOl Kounp TPOCEeYYioels. Tautoxpova, daivetal OtL umdpxel meplBwplo yla TNV
0lKoSOUNCN CUVEPYAOLWY UETAEY TOUG OTO TAQUOLO UETOMTUXLOKWY TIPOYPOUUATWY OTtoudwy Kall
Twv veoouotaBéviwv Emttponwv lodtntag twv QUAWY Twv WOPUPATWY. ATO T CUVEVTEUEELG
ermBeBalwvetat 0tL To PoLTNTKO evdLladEpPOV yLa TG oTtoudEC HUAOU Exel auénBel onuavTikd Aoyw
™G emppong tou #Metoo kat twv AOATKI kKivnudtwy, evw n dnuloupyia achoAwv xwpwv, n
eniPAedn Sdaktopltkwv kal n Ole€aywyr EPELVNTIKWY TPOYPAUUATWY HE TN OCUMUETOXN
OKTLBLOTPLWY Kal aKTIBLOTWY amoTeAEL yLa TI¢ KaBnyNTpLeG TwV oToudwv GUAOU TTPOTEPALOTNTA KAl
Tinyn €Unveuong Kal evBouoLaopou.
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Amo TNV AAAn, OTIG CUVEVTEUEELG E EPEUVNTPLEC KAl AKTLBLOTPLEG avadelkvUETAL OTL N opaywyn
yvwong amote)el Baoctkd SlakuBevpa Twv GEULVIOTIKWY TIPAKTLKWY TIou akoAouBouv. Mo KAToLES
CUUMETEXOUOEG, (VAL ONUAVTLKO N BEWPNTIKN yVWon Vo TTapAYETAL CUAAOYLKA KOl GULLLETOXLKA OTO
TAQLOLO TWV KIWVNUATWY, EVW AAAEC TIPOKPIVOUV TIG SLOAKTOPLKEG OTIOUSEC KL TNV EVTaEN TOUG O€
EPEUVNTIKA TIPOYPAUMOTO, KATL TIOU €UMAOUTIleL To akadnuaiko medio twv omoudwv duAovu.
EvtouTolg, n £€peuva EVTOTILOE OTL OL KCUVOVTNOELG» METOED akadnUAIKAG EPELVAG KoL GEULVIOTIKWV
Kvnuatwv &ev elvat mAvtote eUKOAN. Ta KUPLOTEPQ EUMOSLA TTOU AVTIUETWTTL{OUV Ol GEULVIOTPLEG
EPEVVNTPLEG/OKTLBLOTPLEC Elval TPWTOV N €PYACLOKN KOL OVTOAOYIKN €miodaAela Kol SgUTeEpOV N
eruotnULkn Bila mou avtipetwrnilouv KUpiwg 0oec/a ULOBETOUV Kounp GEULVIOTIKEG TIPOCEYYIOELS,
KaOwG KoL OL EPEVVATPLEG KAl Ta EPELVNTA TNEG SeUTEPNG YEVLAG.

Q¢ npog TNV €uduAn Bia, n Epeuva aveédelle OTL amoteAel Evav amnod toug BactkoU TOUEIG e TOUG
omolou¢ aoxoAouvtal TOoo oL omoudéc dUAOU 000 Kal oL PeUVIOTIKEG Spdoelg otnv EAAGSQ.
AamiotwOnKe OTL TO HEYAAUTEPO UEPOG TNG EPEVUVNTIKAG KOL KLVNUATIKNAG TTApOoywyng €0TLAlEL 0TN
Bla KATA TWV YUVALKWVY KOL TIOPAYETOL OTA TUAUATA OTOU KUPLAPXOUV OL YUVALKELEG OTIOUSEC.
MapoAo mou ta teAeutaia xpovia €xouv dnuoupynBbel apkeTEG VEEC Kounp PEULVLIOTIKEC OUASEC, OL
omoleg €xouv dEPEL 0TO TPOOKNVIO Kot AAAEG popdEg €uduAng Biag, kupiwg evavtia oe AOATKI
Atopa Kal Kowotnteg, n cupnepiAndn avtwv twv popdpwv EUdulng Blag dev £xeL aKOUA EMNPEAOEL
TNV €PEUVO OTO TTAVETILOTHULA KOL TOL EPEUVNTIKA KEVTPA. TEAOG, WG ONUOVTIKO avadepbnke To
{Ntnua tngG €uduAng Biag oto iSlo To mavemniot Lo, KatL mou avadeixdnke pe tnv dvodo tou #Metoo
Kal amoteAel mpotepaldtnta Twv OSpdoewv Ttwv Emitponwv lodtntag twv DUAwv, Kabwg
Slamiotwvovtal Kevd otnv ebapuoyn HETpWV yLa T ARPn Kol avILULETWITILON KATAYYEALWV.

JUUTEPACHATIKA, N €peuva eotiace oTIG oUyXpoveG omoudég puAou otnv EAAGSA Kol OTLC Kaipleg
TMPOKANOEL TOU  avTHeTwrilouv. OL  PEUVIOTIKEG OUVOLOOBNUATIKEG OLKOVOUIEC  TOU
Stapopdwvovtal oto MAAIoLo akadNUATKWY KL KLVNUATIKWY TIPOKTIKWY AMOTUTIWVOUV OXL LOVO
EVTAOELG aAAA Kal popdEC cUANOYIKOTNTAG, CUV-UTIAPENG KOl ouv-oToXaopoU. H avaduon evog véou
Kounp GEULVIOTIKOU KIVAMOTOC, TO omoilo ouvdéetal t6oo pe NOATKI aktilopol¢ 600 Kol ME TIo
YUVOLKOKEVTPLKEG DEULVIOTIKEG TIOPadOOoELG, amoteAel €EAEN ToOU XPNTEL TEPALTEPW UEAETNG. 2ZTO
mAaiolo auto, onpavikol eival ol aodaleisc xwpot, eprjpepol pev aAAd otabepd mpooBactuotl, mou
€xouv avamntuyxBel tnv teAdevtaila dekaetia oto mavemniotipo. NapoAa autd, oL kounp GEULVIOTLKEG
UTTOKELUEVLKOTNTEG ouveyilouv va Blwvouv epyactakr) emodpAlela, eXOPLKEG oUVONKEG Kal BeoULKN
ENeWPn umootAPLENG EVIOG TWV TIAVETILOTNULAKWY KOL EPEVVNTIKWY SOHwV. Ol SUVOULKEG OUTEG
OVTOVOKAWVTAL Kal 0To Snuocto Adyo yla tnv Euduln Bia, 6mou mapatnpoUpe OTL HeTd to #MeToo
N €UdUAn Bla KATA TWV YUVOLKWV EXEL KATAOTEL Eva Ao TA TILO KEVTPLKA {NTAMOTO TTOU amacXoAouv
™V Kown yvwun, evw n PBla katd AOATKI UTOKEWWEVWY TIOPAUEVEL ATIOCLWTINHUEVN KAl AAAEC
SlaBepatikég mapapeTpol—onwe n duAn Kat n eBvotikotnTta—ouveyilouv va umofaduilovral.
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[. Introduction

The aim of WP 4, “Intersections between academia & activism: Metropolitan outlooks”, was to
investigate dominant and marginalised understandings and approaches to gender related violence in
the context of the relationship between academic gender studies and the feminist and queer
movements in Greece, focusing especially on the period from 2000 onwards. WP4 involved research
in metropolitan areas. Fieldwork consisted of two strands: The first focusing on gender studies
scholars across Greece, problematised how personal and political experiences have shaped their
academic and/or activist trajectories. The second strand focused on activist groups and civil society
organizations, as well as university students, to understand how discourses and practices against
gender-related violence are articulated and expressed in specific metropolitan settings. The fact that
we included research participants who worked, did research and/or lived mainly in Athens, but also
in Thessaloniki, Volos and Lesvos made it easier for us to map important academic, social movement
and civil society nodes, which play (or have played) a key role in developing gender studies in Greece
and in raising the issue of gender-related violence.

GeStuRe’s overall objectives were:

e To research the relationship between gender studies and gender activism in contemporary
Greece, highlighting antitheses, contradictions and/or synergies between the two fields as far
as the issue of gender-related violence is concerned.

e To highlight different understandings and interventions concerning gender-related violence,
especially those marginalized or erased by more legitimized/authoritative/validated positions
in academic gender studies, gender activisms, or civil society, in order to address the
intersections between the social and the epistemic aspects of gender violence.

e To understand the intersections between gender, sexuality, ethnicity, class and violence, in
order to raise awareness of the many different forms of gender-related violence.

More specifically in relation to WP4, objectives were:

e To investigate the current relationship between academic gender studies and feminist and
gueer movements in Greece, focusing especially on the period from 2000 onwards, using
gender-violence as a lens for identifying dominant and marginalised positionalities,
approaches and experiences in the field.

e To map and analyse the development of academic and activist discourses and practices on the
topic of gender-related violence from an intersectional perspective.

e To critically evaluate and reflect on academic, social movement and civil society engagements
with gender studies and gender-based violence, with particular emphasis on how the
intersections of gender, race, class and sexuality have shaped the trajectory of feminism in
Greece.

Deliverable No. 4.1 GeStuRe 2025 3



WP4: Metropolitan outlooks GESTURE: Rereading gender studies and activisms in
Greece: Encounters on gender related violence

Il. Basic concepts and theoretical resources

Gender-based violence

Most studies on gender-based violence in Greece focus on violence against women. The concept of
gender-based violence that we used in WP4 is based on an intersectional approach to violence that
is not limited to violence against women but includes also violence against LGBTQIl persons and
groups, and the specific forms of discrimination they face. Moreover, the usage of the term implies
sensitivity not only to gender but also to race, nation, class, age, and sexuality.

Affect

We also drew on the concept of affect because it was very appropriate to explore how gender is
formed in relational terms. Our analysis was based on Sarah Ahmed’s notion of “affective economy”
(Ahmed, 2017; 2014). The concept of affect allows for many theoretical and methodological
guestions and possibilities to be explored, as it seems open enough to allow us to include within it
multiple visible and invisible manifestations of social relations, which arise from and are connected
to often subtle and indistinct thoughts, moods, tensions, reactions, movements of bodies, emotions,
and sensations. The multiplicity of affects, as well as the fact that it is not easily expressed through
language, makes it a difficult concept to analyze. Ahmed does not approach affects as mental states
that arise from within us and imprint themselves onto subjects, but as cultural practices that are
relational and productive. For Ahmed, affects are not static characteristics that attach themselves to
bodies, but dynamic elements that move from body to body, interacting with objects as well as with
the natural and artificial environment. Negative and positive feelings—such as anger, fear,
excitement, joy, or pride—“move” and acquire value, which through repetition in language causes
them to accumulate and become autonomous from any particular body, turning into collective
forces.

For example, Ahmed analyzes racism as an affective economy of fear, one that can potentially attach
to and devalue any Black or brown body precisely because, in certain conditions, fear of the Other
becomes pervasive and is shared by very different members of a community. Thus, the productivity
of affects is expressed through embodied practices that both shape and are shaped by power
relations. Affects manifest as negative relations of hostility, hatred, and fear of others, but also as
positive relations of collectivity, community, and solidarity. In her book Living a Feminist Life (2017),
Ahmed analyzes, through autobiographical stories, the affective dimensions of the feminisms she has
experienced. On the one hand, she argues that feminisms constitute a shift in their relation to the
world. Feminists are mobilized by the feeling that something is not right. Feminist action springs from
uncomfortable feelings, from the need to turn against the obstacles and difficulties that women and
LGBTQ face in their lives. At the moment one recognizes gender based violence, than one begins to
reinterpret the world from a feminist perspective. We turn, for example, against gender-based
violence whether we experience it directly ourselves or whether it is experienced by people in our
family, workplace, or social environment.
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Precarity and precariousness

The concept of precarity refers to a condition of insecurity and uncertainty about the present and
the future characterized by inferior working conditions, lack of control over one’s time, insufficient
information about the terms of the labour relation, lack of protection and social security, and lack of
access to health and other social goods. The concept of precariousness, on the other hand, describes
a condition of insecurity that is much more ontological and relates to our common bodily
vulnerability to violence (Lorey, 2015).

Epistemic Violence

The concept of epistemic violence originates in postcolonial feminist critiques of Western structures
of knowledge production. Such critiques argue that subaltern subjects are constructed as incapable
of speaking, and even when they do speak, their narratives cannot be heard because they are not
considered credible or authentic. It therefore becomes important, across different cultural contexts
and historical periods, to ask: who is recognized as a knower, who is regarded as an authority, and
who is able to speak and be heard (Spivak, 2010). In Western universities, epistemic violence is
directly connected to “affective injustice”: because Eurocentrism is deeply embedded, voices that do
not emerge from this tradition are either silenced or marginalized. Despite the theoretical opening
toward postcolonial theory and the intersectionality of race, class, and nation, gender studies in
Greece have not yet opened their doors in a clear and substantive way to subjects of different racial
and national backgrounds.

These concepts and theoretical approaches helped us analyse the findings of the interviews.
[ll. Methodology

We employed a qualitative methodological approach, considering that quantification would not
adequately address the core research questions—namely, the relationship between feminist
movements and gender studies, and the significance of gender-based violence in Greece. In total, we
conducted eleven biographical interviews with academics across different ranks; twenty-one semi-
structured interviews with activists, journalists, and/or researchers and doctoral students in gender
studies; as well as two focus groups: one with six PhD candidates and another with seven artists. All
participants in the biographical and semi-structured interviews were white and held Greek
citizenship, a fact that underscores the ethnocentric constitution of Greek universities and research
institutions. Only three participants were of migrant background, all of whom belonged to the second
generation.

The research design sought to facilitate our enquiry into the continuities and discontinuities, the
connections, interdependencies, and ruptures produced between academic and activist feminisms,
and to hone our analysis into how these shape movement practices and the production of gender-
related knowledge in contemporary Greece. Data collection lasted for eight months. Priority was
given to individuals who combine activist and scholarly work, or who conduct research and/or
teaching with an explicit focus on social movements. We attempted to incorporate well-established
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voices alongside others less “prominent” within the institutional landscape of gender studies and
largely absent from official feminist archives. Our approach centered on the relations between
movements and academic institutions as sites of practice, research and knowledge production,
without presuming biographical continuity between the two fields.

We initiated the study with semi-structured interviews with activists and researchers, followed by
the biographical interviews, during which we asked participating academics to narrate their life
stories. We did not seek to reconstruct precise historical timelines or events; instead, we understood
the narrated biographies as testimonies of the present through which the past becomes interpreted
(Tsiolis, 2023). In the final stage of the research, we implemented two focus groups with participants
selected for their significant role in gender studies and feminist movements in recent years. One
group consisted of PhD candidates at Panteion University, and the other of artists working in theatre,
visual arts, and literature/poetry. While the focus groups followed the structure of the semi-
structured interview guides, we intentionally allowed greater space for dialogue among participants.

Our decision to combine these methodological tools was based primarily on the assessment that the
group of activists and researchers was particularly heterogeneous and therefore required more
focused interview guides to ensure coherence in the findings. Preliminary discussions also revealed
that most participants were constrained by time and unable to commit to extended, demanding
biographical interviews. Nevertheless, the interview guides incorporated numerous prompts inviting
biographical reflection, which later enabled us to compare these interviews with the biographical
narratives of the academics. For instance, the first question in the semi-structured interviews—“How
did you first become involved with gender issues?” —was intended not to locate a common point of
origin but to facilitate the retrieval of memories that may have been forgotten or repressed and to
encourage participants to reinterpret them in relation to their present. Similarly, concluding
guestions in the biographical interviews addressed themes that had emerged as significant in the
semi-structured discussions.

Prior to the interviews, we reviewed participants’ scholarly work. During the interviews, our primary
aim was to listen attentively and provide sufficient time and space for participants to articulate their
stories in their own terms. With many participants, however, a sense of familiarity was already
present, as they were friends, acquaintances, or colleagues, and several interviews became
opportunities for us to revisit feminist concerns and our own experiences. In such moments, we
shared our reflections and dilemmas. We therefore avoided adopting the stance of the neutral, silent,
and impassive researcher, and instead sought—often imperfectly—to cultivate an atmosphere of
reciprocity and exchange, sharing with participants our research findings, concerns, and lived
experiences (Oakley, 1981). It is noteworthy that following the public debate surrounding feminist
transphobia in Greece, the focus of nearly all subsequent interviews shifted towards this topic.

Although most interviews were conducted remotely, they generated multiple affective responses
that permeated the digital communicative milieu of the Zoom platform. We recorded and took
fieldnotes in order to capture observations regarding the linearity and flow of the narrative, as well
as bodily gestures, emotional reactions, vocal tone, and even our own thoughts and affective
responses while listening. Temporality played a significant role in the affective dimensions of the
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biographical interviews, as the memories reconstructed from the past—and the order in which they
were recounted—were closely intertwined with participants’ present circumstances. Particular
attention was given to the segments that reactivated memories, as well as to the interactions
between researcher and participant: silences, moments of hesitation, gaps, expressions of anger,
defensive reactions, tensions, fluctuations in vocal tone, laughter, enthusiasm, and disappointment.

The data collected was recorded and then transcribed using atlas.ti software. Nodes were identified
in order to unpack discourses, practices and concepts, and appropriate excerpts were selected and
analysed using the methodological tools of feminist discourse analysis. We focused on the one hand
on what was said and how it was said and on the other on what was silenced and ommited. We tried
to include self-reflection in the process of analysis, problematising our own positionalities. In
addition, a podcast was created out of our discussion with the group of feminist artists.

IV. Research findings & results

1. Findings on the relationship between feminist movements and gender studies in Greece

The dominant narrative model of feminist lives in Greece typically presents a linear trajectory from
participation in feminist movements to institutional recognition and professional establishment
within universities and research centers.! However, GeSTuRe demonstrated that, in many cases, the
biographies of feminist academics do not follow this linear path. Instead, they reveal tensions,
disagreements, and difficulties in linking activist engagement with academic life. Additionally, many
academics reported experiences of sexism, homophobia, transphobia and toxic behavior within their
working environments.

Since the 2000s, gender studies in Greece have significantly expanded and consolidated their
presence within the social sciences. Academic positions have been renewed, numerous courses are
now offered, multiple research projects are undertaken, and three postgraduate programs focusing
on gender issues currently operate nationwide. Nonetheless, the GeSTuRe findings indicate the
presence of substantial theoretical and political disagreements between scholars following the
tradition of women’s studies and those situated within gender studies, who adopt more
intersectional and queer approaches. Despite such differences, scholars from various traditions
succeed in collaborating through postgraduate programs and through the University Gender Equality
Committees that have been established and gained notable influence within Higher Education
institutions and research centers.

The interviews with university professors conducted within the GeSTuRe framework showed that
student interest in gender studies has increased considerably in the last decade, largely due to the

"' Examples can be found in the interview collection included in the Women’s Oral History Archive of the
General Secretariat of Human Rights and Equality (accessed at: https://isotita.gr/vivliothiki-thematwn-
isotitas/arxeio-proforikwn-martyriwn/), as well as in different publications concerning feminist initiatives for
the establishment of Women’s Studies and Gender Studies in Greek universities (e.g. Lada et al, 2024).
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rise of the #MeToo movement and the influence of LGBTQ activism. Important events, such as the
murder of the queer activist Jacques Costopoulos/ Zackie Oh, have triggered the mobilisation of
younger feminists and the turn towards queer feminisms and intersectionality in order to address
gender based violence. For some academics in gender studies, creating safe spaces, supervising
doctoral research, and developing research projects in collaboration with activists from queer
feminist and LGBTQ movements constitute priorities and sources of inspiration and motivation.
Important knowledge communities have emerged that contribute to the development of alternative
“safe spaces”, and spaces of care for activism and theory making (de la Bellacasa, 2012), within
Universities but also in autonomous research/activist initiatives, like the women’s NGO DIOTIMA, or
the Autonomous Feminist Centre (FAC).

Interviews with researchers and activists highlighted that knowledge production constitutes a central
concern of feminist practice. Some participants emphasized that theoretical knowledge is produced
exclusively within movements, collectively and participatorily. Others, however, prefered to be
integrated into universities and research institutions, pursuing doctoral research and participating in
funded projects. Through this work, they contribute to the renewal of academic institutions.

The GeSTuRe data demonstrated that “encounters” between academic research and feminist
movements are not always smooth. The main obstacles faced by feminist researchers/activists are,
first, labor and ontological precarity and, second, the epistemic violence encountered primarily by
those adopting queer feminist approaches, as well as by second-generation researchers.

First, labour precarity is a very important issue for younger generations of researchers in Greece.
Although gender studies continue to expand and offer resources to younger generations, higher
educational institutions in Greece and internationally have been undergoing profound
transformations due to the prevalence of neoliberal austerity measures and new forms of precarious
labor. In many of the interviews with researchers and activists, feminist lives appeared suspended in
the present—caught between the desire to participate in knowledge production and the restrictive
material conditions of precarity within research environments. Working conditions are harsh,
payments are delayed, and they are often insufficient given the labor and time required for the
completion of each research project. Moreover, the very terms of funding, even in cases involving
doctoral dissertations, frequently impose rigid timelines and inadequate remuneration. In some
cases, research conducted in activist contexts is treated as an extension of one’s volunteer work, as
a “hobby” that is not deemed deserving of compensation, formal working hours, or institutional
recognition.

The production of feminist knowledge, at least in the case of early-career researchers, appears to be
shaped both by material conditions and by the emotional vulnerability of the subjects who produce
it. These individuals are compelled to work excessively, while often remaining for long periods
without payment, recognition, or care (Burton & Bowman, 2022). Their feminist positionalities
frequently lead them to practices of overwork, as they write, teach, and produce feminist artistic
work. Within the “new” institutions of knowledge production—such as the “new” university or the
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“new” artistic and cultural centers—research “outreach” to civil society is increasingly encouraged,
while the time required of precariously employed researchers to meet their research obligations
expands to such an extent that it potentially occupies their entire lives, ultimately diminishing their
capacity for political and movement participation. Precarity concerns not only employment relations
but the entirety of one’s existence, as it constitutes an “affective experience” that generates ongoing
uncertainty regarding personal relationships, and activism. Feminist affective economies are shaped
both by labor precarity and by the ontological precariousness of gender, race, and sexuality.
Knowledge production under neoliberal conditions exacerbates intergenerational inequalities within
gender studies, as the academic trajectories of precariously employed scholars remain static for long
periods of time, lacking labor rights, prospects for advancement, or stable employment relations.

Second, in several interviews we conducted with precariously employed feminists, participants
described experiences of “epistemic violence” within Greek universities, research institutions, and
artistic centers. On the one hand, epistemic violence is related to the inclusion of non Greek subjects
in gender studies and feminist movements. Although during the 2000s there were significant
collaborations between migrant women’s organizations and feminist groups in Greece, and although
numerous academic studies focused on migrant women’s communities and practices, the production
of knowledge on gender appears to remain largely in the hands of white Greek women. For earlier
researchers and activists of the second generation, major feminist issues—such as gender-based
violence—often constitute difficult and sensitive terrains that they frequently prefer not to address.
This is mainly because they are divided between feminist and anti-racist commitments. Because
Greek racism has targetted migrants as uncivilised perpterators of gender based violence, migrant
and second generation women and LGBTQs find it difficult to utter feminist discourses withour
reproducing racism.

On the other hand, epistemic violence is manifest when queer and LGBTQ subjects are trying to enter
gender studies as members of academic communities. Although there are opportunities for them in
research programs focusing on queer feminist themes, the inclusion of these themes in existing
curricula of taught courses becomes a point of friction and often shuts the university’s door on them.
It therefore becomes much more difficult for researchers working on sexuality issues to obtain more
stable positions at universities, as is evident from the reluctance to adopt neutral forms of address
in official documents and hiring procedures, as well as from the unwillingness to create safe spaces
for the expression of fluid gender identities—particularly for non-binary and trans researchers in
universities. In a context where anti-gender discourses and practices are multiplying and queer lives
are threatened daily by the violence of far-right political groups, the inability of knowledge-producing
institutions in Greece to take a clear stand against homophobia and transphobia constitutes a
particularly troubling form of affective injustice.
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2. Findings on gender-based violence

Gender-based violence is one of the central issues addressed both by gender studies in Greece and
by feminist activism. The GeSTuRe research indicated that most feminist scholarship and action on
gender-based violence focuses on violence against women and is produced primarily within
departments shaped by the tradition of women’s studies. In this context, valuable work has been
done especially after the #MeToo movement to promote more positive responses, create an efficient
system for the protection of survivors and to raise awarness on the causes and consequences of
gender based violence. However, there are also very significant currents in feminist activism in
Greece today that promote carceral approaches, especially the increase of prison sentences and the
return of the death penalty for perpatrators of rape or femicide.

The study also showed that, in recent years, several queer feminist groups have brought increased
visibility to other forms of gender-based violence, particularly the violence against trans women and
men, lesbians, and gay men. These forms of violence, however, have not yet significantly influenced
research conducted in universities and academic research centers. Queer feminist movements have
raised public awarness on the intersectional aspects of gender based violence pointing out that
gender intersects with other categories of vulnerablity to violence, such as age, migrant status, race,
class or ethnicity. However, in Greek academia, there are still structures, groups and individuals who
raise objections and obstacles to the inclusion of research topics related to intersectionality and
gender based violence.

Furthermore, the GeSTuRe project revealed that gender-based violence in university settings is a
major issue that came to the foreground with the rise of the #MeToo movement and has become a
priority for Gender Equality Committees. Although the topic has been highlighted through events
and public discussions, substantial gaps remain regarding the implementation of mechanisms for
reporting and addressing cases of gender-based violence within academic institutions. Interviewees
told us that despite formal commitment to gender equality, there are still no effective mechansims
to document, check and address gender based violence in a more systematic way.

The research findings are disseminated through a chapter, in greek, in the edited volume published
by the project, and an article, in english, in a international refereed journal. Moreover a podcast of
the discussion with artists has been produced and included in the project website.

V. Conclusion

The GeStuRe project collected important research material and developed analyses that shed a light
on contemporary gender studies in Greece and the main challenges that they face. The feminist
affective economies of academic and activist gender practices reveal tensions but also forms of being
together and thinking together. Our analysis demonstrated in particular the emergence of a strong
gueer feminist movement with ties to both LGBTQ movements and more women-centred feminist
movements, which has not yet been studied extensively in the literature on the past and present of
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feminism in Greece. At the same time, it showed that there are important safe spaces, ephemeral
but always open, that have been developed in Greek academia in the past decade to include queer
feminist activists as researchers and thinkers. Despite these efforts, however, queer feminists often
experience labour precarity, hostility and lack of support in universities and research centres. These
dynamics are reflected in the ways in which knowledge about gender based violence has developed
after the #MeToo movement. While violence against women has become one of the most publically
discussed issues in Greece, violence against trans women and men, lesbians, and gay men is silenced,
while other intersectional dimensions, like race and ethnicity are marginalised.
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